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Good Communication is the bridge between confusion and clarity.  
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Lisa Klein
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St. Patrick School:  Where we are seeking HIM, as we grow in Reverence, Respect, and Responsibility.

Principal’s Message

 

Greetings St. Patrick School Families:  

I am so very excited to see all of our precious students tomorrow!  We have all missed them so very 
much these past three weeks.  We hope that you all had a good week of virtual last week and our 
hope and prayer is that we will not be virtual again this school year.  All of our teachers worked so 
hard to make these weeks a valuable learning experience for your children and I am very grateful 
for all of their hard work and dedication.  I also want to thank all of you.  As a mom of five myself, I 
fully recognize that these virtual weeks are not ideal and take dedication and sacrifice on your part 
as well.  So thank you so much for partnering with us to get through these challenging times.  Given 
the current situation, I do feel that having the two virtual weeks that we did following the two 
holidays was the right decision.  It served the purpose that we desired which was to mitigate the 
spread and prevent additional quarantines.  

We will be hearing shortly when our staff will be offered the COVID-19 vaccine.  It should be within 
the next two weeks.  I have received a few emails asking when our mask protocols and other 
procedures may be reduced or phased out?  We continue to follow the guidelines and mandates 
from the Livingston County Health Department.  We are also following our school data very closely.  
There is nothing more that I want than for things to return to a greater sense of normalcy but we 
also need to make prudent and informed decisions.  Once the vaccine is widely available, our 
Covid-19 Task Force will be meeting to look at all aspects of our current plans, data, and health 
department recommendations and we will certainly communicate all decisions or changes to you.

Please be sure to complete the re-enrollment form for your child(ren) if you plan for them to attend 
St. Patrick School for the 2021-2022 school year.  These forms can be found on Powerschool.  Please 
re-enroll by February 1.  This will allow us to determine the number of openings for new families.  

If your child checked out a chromebook for our virtual week, please send it to school with them 
tomorrow.  Place it in a secure bag along with the cord.  They are to return them to their homeroom 
teacher.  You are all in my prayers.

In Christ,
Carley Dunphey
Principal, St. Patrick Catholic School
"Let all that you do be done in love."   1 Corinthians 16:14

Be sure to like us on facebook. 
Click above for the link.
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Important Dates:
Monday, January 11:

School resumes for in-person learning
Casual Day for Magdalen’s Kitchen

Wednesday, January 13:
7:00pm:  SAC Meeting

Friday, January 15:
End of the Second Quarter

Sunday, January 17:
6-8pm: Youth Group @ PLC  (7th/8th graders)

Monday, January 18:
No School for Students (Teacher In-Service)

Wednesday, January 20:
NWEA Testing for 2nd-8th Grade in Math

6:30pm:  Protect Young Eyes Parent Presentation
CLICK HERE to Register (see page 4 for details)

Thursday, January 21:
NWEA Testing for 2nd-8th Grade in Reading 

Upcoming School Mass Schedule:

Friday, January 15: Grades 2nd/3rd
(Livestream Link)

Friday, January 22: Grades JK-1st
(Livestream Link)

Friday, January 29:  Grades 6th-8th
(Livestream Link)

Calling all 8th Graders!

Join us for our day-long winter retreat 
Saturday, January 30th, from 9 AM to 

9 PM. This retreat is open to 8-12th 
graders.

The theme is Calm in the Chaos and 
we will be focusing on finding peace in 

an increasingly chaotic world. Some 
many students experienced peace for 
the first time in their lives. We want to 

make peace the default setting on 
their hard drive.

Sometimes the chaos is external, 
other-times internal, but either way, 

we must learn to never lose our peace. 
This restlessness and anxiety affect 

our daily life and our prayer life, often 
leaving us afraid and distressed. Our 

goal is to seek the "peace that 
surpasses all understanding" and put 

ourselves in a position to receive it 
from our Father, who loves to give 

good gifts to his children.

The cost is $30 for the day and 
includes dinner and a shirt. Students 

are asked to pack a sack lunch.

CLICK HERE to Register
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The Domestic Church Project

Have you heard of Catholic Sprouts?  Well, 
they have introduced a new app to help 

families grow in their faith and parents to 
foster a greater love of Christ in our 
homes.  CLICK HERE to learn more.
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I would like to take a moment to introduce you to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. This is a 
religious program that is being used with our Junior Kindergarten and Kindergarten students.  Mrs. 
Michelle Rooney, one of our Junior Kindergarten teachers is fully trained in this program and we 

are very blessed to be able to offer it to our primary grades.

What is Catechesis of the Good Shepherd?

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is a religious program based on the premise that God and the 
child are already in a relationship with each other. Relationship is a fundamental foundation for the 
wholesome development of the human person; and the most important relationship to encounter is 
the relationship with God.  The child has a deep need to experience and a special capability to enjoy 
the presence of God.  

The main topics in this curriculum are offered in such a way as to develop the precious religious 
potential in every child: the capacity to love and to be loved.  Love is the vital foundation to build a 
relationship with God.  It is essential to fall in love with God, before trying to learn to do moral 
actions.  

This Catechesis addresses a fundamental biblical theme: the theme of Covenant. It is presented by 
using scripture and showing children the covenant or relationship that is lived out in our Catholic 
Liturgy.  This Catechesis is rooted totally in Scripture and Liturgy. 

The Biblical message is lived in liturgical experience of the Church.  The Covenant is actualized and 
celebrated in the Liturgy.  The language of “signs” is a vital aspect of the Liturgy.  We need to know 
the meaning of the Gestures at Mass. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is offered on a weekly basis in Junior Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten.  The following themes are presented on the person of Jesus:

● The historical events of the life of Jesus, especially the infancy narratives
● The preaching of Jesus, particularly the images of Christ, the Good Shepherd and Christ the 

Light
● The Parables of the Kingdom of God
● The passion, death and resurrection of Jesus.  

This year the JK and K classes have had lessons on:

● The Altar – to name and identify the articles of the Mass, especially the altar cloth, Chalice, 
Paten, Candleholders with candles, Crucifix. 

● Gesture of the Sign of the Cross 
● Liturgical Colors  
● Geography – Globe and Raised Surface Map – to show the children the world and orient them 

to where Jesus lived and to name the places where Jesus lived and the corresponding events 
that took place there.

● Liturgical Calendar – to name and identify the liturgical calendar and the principle feasts 
(Christmas, Easter, Pentecost) and colors of the church year.

● Parable of the Good Shepherd – Jesus is the Good Shepherd who loves us, who calls us by 
name to follow Him. 

● Infancy Narratives (Annunciation, Visitation, Birth of Jesus)
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Parish News
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Beginning on January 10, Young Church 
will be meeting on Sunday evenings 

from 6-8pm in the PLC Activities Room.  
All 7th-12th graders are welcome!
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January 3, 2021

We are pleased to announce that “Protect Young Eyes” will be offering two upcoming 
presentations- one for our St. Patrick School families and one for our students.   Please 
mark your calendar and register to join us for this very important parent webinar.  Due to 
COVID-19, this presentation will be done via Zoom.

January 20, 2021 – 6:30 pm:  Parent presentation (CLICK HERE to Register)
Once you register, you will receive an email containing a new link to access the webinar.

We are so grateful and blessed to have Chris McKenna, the founder of Protect Young Eyes to 
give these presentations for us.  Read his Bio HERE.  Also, please watch this brief video 
introduction video to Protect Young Eyes.  
 

Parent Presentation Overview:
“The Digital Culture of Kids” (and why growing up today is so hard!)

Technology can do so much good in the world. But if not used well, it can also do so much 
harm. Never before in human history have young people had the ability to so radically 
change the trajectory of each other’s lives so quickly. 
After 5 years, over 1,000 presentations, testifying in front of Congress, and countless 
conversations with parents, students, educators, and officers, PYE has discovered 5 traits 
that often determine digital success in many families. 
We call these 5 traits the Digital Trust Framework. What is Digital Trust? Do you have it? Our 
fast-paced, direct, practical talk will use stories, simple examples, and quick tips. 
You will leave with a long list of practical steps you can implement in 24 hours to build 
strong protections around your precious children. We’ll see you via zoom on Wednesday, 
January 20 at 6:30pm.
Anxious to get started? Receive their free weekly newsletter by texting PROTECT to 66866.

Student Presentation Overview: “The Digital Life.”
Never before in human history have young people been able to do so much good so quickly. 
But tech can rob time, talent, and potential from amazing teens who are trying to get the 
most out of their one, precious life. The PYE Team deeply desires a world where everyone, 
including tweens and teens, make positive, helpful digital choices. PYE will encourage, 
support, and protect students from manipulative digital places and point toward hope with 
quick tips, good stories, and no judgment. 

Our students in grades 4th-8th will also be offered a presentation titled “The Digital Life.”  
These presentations will take place on February 4, 2021 at 9:00 am for grades 4th-6th and at 
10:00 am for grades 7th-8th. Please email me at principal@stpatschool.org if you would NOT 
like your child to participate in this presentation.

Protect Young Eyes Student Presentation Details

“Protect Young Eyes”
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