
Mission Statement
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL ... Where we are seeking Him, growing 
in REVERENCE, RESPECT, and RESPONSIBILITY.

Our Mission
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL is a Christ-
centered Catholic diocesan school 
educating children in grades JK-8. We 
provide a safe, challenging and nurturing 
environment for your children. In the 
tradition of the Dominican Sisters, each 
student is encouraged to develop a 
sense of personal responsibility, respect 
and reverence to God in order to grow 
emotionally, socially, and spiritually.  The 
school actively engages with students to 
help them recognize their strengths and 
abilities. St. Patrick School encourages 
parent involvement and collaborates with 
students, family, and staff for educational 
excellence.

This past year has been very 
challenging, and as a reminder of 
Jesus’ love, we chose Peace be Still to 
be our theme.

Yearly Theme

Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said 
to the sea, “Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased 
and there was a great calm.   ~Mark 4:39



ENROLL TODAY!
ST. PATRICK SCHOOL

WWW.STPATSCHOOL.ORG
OFFICE1@STPATSCHOOL.ORG

PHONE: 810.229.7946
FAX: 810.229.6206

1001 ORNDORF DRIVE
BRIGHTON, MI 48116

History
In 1942, the Dominican Sisters opened a one-room school 
at St. Patrick Parish in Brighton. It is then they began to instill 

values that have shaped the culture 
of our congregation: collaboration, 
contemplative worldview, inclusivity, 
interdependence, justice, life-long 
learning and integrity. By 1947 there 
were two grades per room of 40-50 
students and the first graduation was 
held in 1949. In September, 2006, 

St. Patrick School opened its campus at 1001 Charles Orndorf 
Drive in Brighton to accommodate the growing needs in our 
community.
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“May the strength of God pilot us, may the wisdom of God instruct 
us, may the hand of God protect us, may the word of God direct 
us. Be always this day and for evermore.”

~ St. Patrick



We know where you send your kids to school is one of the most important decisions 
that you will make for them.  We also know there’s something special about our school.  
Our school is not special simply because the parent involvement and the sense of 
community are second to none.  It’s not special simply because we have top-notch 
teachers who, dedicated to academic excellence, create learning environments in 
which each child is challenged according to the most effective teaching methods 
today.  St Pat’s School is special precisely because in an age of moral and spiritual 
confusion we intentionally form the whole child (body, mind, soul) according to the 
brilliance of the Catholic intellectual, moral, and spiritual tradition.

A sound education cannot be reduced to downloading the knowledge of facts into 
the heads of little children.  It’s also about forming the minds and hearts of children 
so that they have the moral character to make wise decisions in life.  It’s about helping 
children explore the big questions in life, which helps them to know who they are and 
where they are going.  Fundamentally, at St Pat’s we declare with great conviction that 
we are known and loved by God and that in his Son Jesus we have the forgiveness 
of sins and the hope of eternal life.  Knowing they are loved, students at St Pat’s are 
positioned to make a big difference in this short life on the way to eternity.  We know St 
Pat’s is special and we invite you to experience the difference.

Welcome to St. Patrick Catholic School where we take great pride in our deep commitment to educating the whole child- 
academically, spiritually, and social-emotionally.  Partnering alongside our families, our dedication is to form missionary 
disciples of Jesus Christ. This means that we strive to build a culture where our 
students can encounter the loving God, be transformed by His amazing love, and then 
walk in confidence and truth to share the love of God with those around them.

Academically, our exceptional and dedicated teachers impart a love for lifelong 
learning that sets our students apart. Through quality instruction, assessment, 
feedback, and differentiation, our teachers work to deliver a rigorous curriculum in 
all subject areas and across all grade levels.  Every subject is taught from a Catholic 
perspective and permeated or infused with our Catholic faith. 

Spiritually, we work to help our students form a solid Catholic identity as a son or 
daughter of God.  As this awareness and true relationship with God develops, our 
hope is for our students to become an instrument of God’s grace in the family, 
community, and the world. We look for the face of Christ in every student and believe 
that each has inherent dignity because each is created in the image and likeness of 
God. 

Social-Emotionally, we strive for each and every student to come to know their unique 
God-given gifts and talents and how to use them for the greater good. Through a 
strong emphasis on moral development and self-discipline, students are educated and 
challenged to make decisions and act in a Christ-like manner, demonstrating respect 
for self and others.

Our goal is for our eighth grade students to graduate with a solid academic foundation, spiritual fortitude, strong moral 
convictions, and the leadership skills to impact a world that needs the saving message of the Gospel.  Guided by God’s grace, 
we give students the tools they need to shape their futures and to become their best selves. 

Finally, at St. Patrick School we truly value community. When there is a culture of community around the educational process, 
children feel more positive, supported, and confident in their ability to excel. Everything we do and believe goes back to how 
we can best serve our children.

Carley Dunphey - Principal 

Father Mathias Thelen - Pastor



by the
NUMBERS

458
students in grades JK-8

• Average class size for grades 
JK-2 is 18, and 25 grades 3-8

• Average student/teacher ratio 
is 19.5/1

/
All teachers are fully licensed 
and 62% hold a Masters Degree

St. Patrick School offers a faith-based environment committed to the Catholic Church, which inspires our students, 
staff, and families to become all that God has intended them to be. We offer:
• Religion class at every grade level
• Weekly and special liturgies to deepen both knowledge of faith, and also the 

practice of it 
• Lectio Divina meditation and reflection on each Sunday’s Gospel reading
• Eucharistic Chapel which is open all day and is used by classes and/or by small 

groups
• Rosary Garden, which the students maintain,  that is used for reflection and prayer 
• The opportunity to participate in Sacramental preparation and retreats
• Access to Young Church for 7th and 8th graders and authentic community

The curriculum of St. Patrick School provides a stimulating, academic environment designed to prepare students 
for high school and college.
• Fully accredited by the Michigan Non-Public School Accrediting Association (MNSAA)
• Our campus boasts a computer lab, art studio, science lab with solarium, music room, large gymnasium, 

outdoor classrooms and age appropriate playgrounds
• Challenging core curriculum includes reading, religion, science, language arts, mathematics, and social studies 

Specials include physical education, art, instrumental music, computers, library, and Spanish for K-6
• Middle School electives such as computer science, advanced 

Spanish, drama which culminates in a public performance and 
band

• Literacy Footprints Guided Reading Program- a reading 
intervention program designed by experts that focuses on 
comprehension using word study, phonics and writing instruction

• Fully equipped for virtual classroom learning with the ability to 
seamlessly pivot to in-person and vice versa for all grade levels

• Technology coordinator who facilitates virtual learning and 
supports our teachers

• Onsite social worker who facilitates accommodation plans, serves 
as an interventionist in our upper grades, facilitates positive social 
interactions, and mediates student conflict as needed

• Extra services provided with assistance from Brighton Area Schools and Livingston Educational Services 
Agency (L.E.S.A.) including busing, occupational therapy, psychological/ academic testing, speech and 
language and teacher consultant

• Scholarship opportunities, multi-child discounts, and additional options are available

Faith

Academics



96%
of recent 
graduates 
indicated 
preparedness
for high school

Technology focus com-
puter JK-8 and 
keyboarding 

classes begin in

1 

st
grade

325

(1:1 for every student 3rd - 8th grade)

Chromebooks

Since your children spend so much time with us, their physical and emotional safety is a priority.
• State of the art UV Lights and air filtration installed in 2020 for disinfection of 99% of airborne viruses to key 

areas. Robust COVID protocols such as masks, plexiglass sneeze guards (K-4), sanitizing stations, upgraded 
water fountain/bottle filling station, and full outdoor hand washing station.

• All staff and personnel complete a background check, and volunteers must complete Virtus Protecting God’s 
Children Training for Adults

• All exterior doors are secured and require badge access; visitors must sign in and wear a pass
• Our principals and support staff complete certified training in school safety preparation and emergency 

response. Our school uses an advanced communication resource to provide phone calls, text messages and 
emails to parents during and after a crisis or emergency for clear and timely communication

• Exterior window glass is enhanced with UV protection and bullet proof coating
• Internet restrictions are rigidly enforced and a third party IT firm monitors security and updates the software

We offer many exciting activities for students and families which further 
enhance our sense of community.
• Fall sports - cross country, soccer, and volleyball for upper and lower 

grades
• Winter sports - basketball, and cheer/pom
• Spring /Summer sports - BC Volleyball, baseball, Mini Shamrock 

basketball, Girls on the Run, soccer clinic, golf
• Clubs - Lego/Robotics League, Girl and Boy Scouts, music and ski club
• Health - Fit for Life program for students in grades K through 5
• We offer high quality hot lunch options everyday and a la carte
• Expertise and involvement from parents is highly supported and appreciated - Moms’ Club, Dads’ Club, 

Auction Committee, School Advisory Council (SAC) with various sub-committees

As a school community, we value and create opportunities to give of oneself and 
make the world a better place using the many gifts God gives us.
• Student Council for grades 6-8 
• School wide and grade level service projects throughout the year
• The Buddy Program pairs upper grade students with lower grade students (6-

8/K-2). They attend mass together, celebrate special occasions, and develop a 
mentoring relationship

• St. Patrick School News Team hosted by 8th grade students who create and 
deliver “The Shamrock SONrise”, a schoolwide online morning news program

• Talent Show to showcase the broad range of skills and abilities within the school 
community

Leadership

Safety

Enrichment


