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Dear Parent(s),  
 
Welcome to first grade at St. Patrick School for the 2020-2021 school year! We 
feel privileged to be your child’s 1st grade teacher.  
 
The year holds a great deal of learning opportunities for your children.  We will 
work tirelessly to ensure all students experience success so they may reach their 
fullest potential.  We are excited to be a part of helping each student grow to 
become eager learners who love the educational process.  
 
Within the classroom, the children and us will work as a team to build a sense of 
community.  Our classroom community goal is to nurture each other as we learn 
together.  You, as their parents, are also a very important part of our community. 
Support and encouragement from home is always greatly appreciated.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns regarding your student’s progress or 
experiences this year, please feel free to contact us. We are always interested in 
helping your children become enthusiastic learners for life!  

 
Your partners in education, 

Mrs. Parrell 
Ms. Hayduk 

 
 
 
 
 



Classroom Procedures and Information 
 
Discipline Policy- Our 1st grade classroom relies on Love and Logic’s common 
sense approach to discipline as a foundation combined with the expectations set 
forth on our schoolwide behavior matrix.  In 1st grade, we will learn correct 
behavior by focusing on learning to live out our St. Patrick School mission of 
Reverence, Respect and Responsibility.  We will talk about correct behavior in 
terms of having “Shamrock Pride” meaning behaving with regard to the 3 pillars of 
our mission statement at all times during the school day.  
 
Take Home Folders-  Each child will have a Take Home folder that should 
accompany them to and from school daily.  This will be the blue folder this year. 
This folder will contain homework, behavior calendar, important notes, and school 
information.  Please empty the folder each night and always send back behavior 
calendars, any homework/notes back to school the next day.  
 
Transportation- In the case of a change in the end of day procedure for your 
student, please send a note specifying how your child will be picked up.  Also, 
please send a note any time you will be picking your student up early so we can 
prepare your child for an early departure.  Please refer to the student handbook and 
school website for new dismissal procedures and rules.  
 
Snack and Water Bottles- Your child is encouraged to bring a healthy snack in 
disposable packaging (Ziploc bags, pre-packaged snacks) They may also bring 
a water bottle to class each day.  Due to food allergies, we cannot allow peanut/tree nut 
products in our classroom during snack time.  
 
Star of the Week-  Each student will have the opportunity to be Star of the Week. 
On the Friday before your child’s assigned week, we will send home a sheet to be 
filled out and returned on Monday.  Please look for this in your child’s Take Home folder.  
 
Birthdays-  A child’s birthday is a great reason to celebrate! Due to COVID-19 and food 
allergies we will not be allowing food birthday treats. In place of a treat, students can 
bring in a small goody bag item (ex. pencils, stickers, bubbles, etc.) Or, your child may 
bring in or donate a copy of their favorite book to our classroom library as a 
lasting remembrance of their special day. We will still make each child’s birthday a 
special day! 
 
 



Scholastic Book Orders-  So much of what we do in 1st grade centers around 
reading.  There is no better way to build up your home library and help your child 
become a better reader than with Scholastic Book Clubs.  Scholastic offers 
wonderful current literature appropriate for the 1st grade reader. In each Scholastic 
catalog, we will circle books that we know to be great learning resources, great 
authors, or just wonderful stories for your 1st grade student.  These books are only 
a suggestion and not mandatory for you to purchase.  Look for more detailed 
information to come home in your child’s take home folder this September.  
 
Google Classroom- In the event that St. Patrick School may have to switch to a “virtual” 
learning platform at any point in the school year, we will be utilizing Google Classroom. If 
we switch to virtual learning, you will find all daily assignments, important resources, links, 
videos, newsletters, etc. on your child’s Google Classroom. We will begin to implement 
Google Classroom in the beginning of the year in some small ways to get parents and 
students familiar with the platform. More information on Google Classroom and our 
plans to utilize it will be sent out to you in the upcoming weeks. Below are the 1st grade 
Google Classroom links.  
 
Ms. Hayduk’s Classroom: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI1OTA3NDA5Nzk1?cjc=c7irhie  
 
Mrs. Parrell’s Classroom: 
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTI2NjM3MTQ0MzQz?cjc=cn3vkdu  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1st Grade Curriculum 
RELIGION 
 
First Graders: 
 
* Will learn what Jesus taught us about the love God has for us.  
 
* Will focus on how we gather in church to worship God and celebrate the 
sacraments.  Will understand that Jesus taught us to show love for God, ourselves 
and others.  
 
* Will learn to pray by praising the Lord; thanking God; asking forgiveness; 
praying for others; praying for themselves.  
 
* Will learn to share God’s love in their families and parishes.  
 
* Will spread the Good News of Jesus Christ through simple acts of love and caring.  
 
Liturgy and Adoration: The Mass celebration is experienced once a week.  The 
first grade hosts the final school liturgy. Adoration will occur 4 times during the 
school year.  
 
Prayers:  Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, the Sign of the Cross and the Rosary. 
 
READING  
 
This year we will be using a new reading series, called “Journeys.” 
First graders spend much of this year learning basic reading tools.  Your child will 
practice reading every day in an environment that strives to keep learning whole and 
meaningful, that emphasizes self-direction and choice, and that acknowledges that 
children learn best in a noncompetitive, supportive environment.  
 
First Graders:  
 
* Will begin to read in his or her unique way.  
 
*  Learn through active engagement with the printed word in their world.  Since 
each child’s path will be different and a wide scope of reading behaviors are to be 
expected, instruction will be individualized.  



 
*  Put sounds together to make words and take sounds in words apart.  They count 
the number of syllables or parts in words and change beginning, middle and ending 
sounds to make new words.  
 
*  Build a list of words they can read and as well as a list of “sight words” (words 
that they recognize without sounding out).  The first few times they see a new 
word, they will have to sound it out.  Through repetition and through seeing the 
word in various contexts, that word will become part of students’ reading vocabulary.  
 
*  Learn that there are different things to read.  They will explore different types of 
written material.  They learn that people use writing not only for stories, but also 
for poems, songs, newspapers, signs and more.  
 
SPELLING/WRITING/HANDWRITING  
 
Writing and reading develop hand in hand for first graders at St. Patrick School, 
where we nurture both skills daily.  Topics will provide them with meaningful 
understanding of the writing process as well as the opportunity to practice letter 
formation.  The neatness of their writing will depend on the development of their 
motor skills (how well they control the pencil). 
 
First Graders:  
 
*  Write the sounds that they hear.  They use inventive spelling (temporary 
spelling), based on the sounds they hear, to write the words they do not know.  
During the year, they will correctly write more words as they build up their list of 
words they have memorized and learn new strategies for spelling less familiar 
words.  They also learn to break larger words down into syllables and deal with 
them one part at a time.  
 
*  Will begin to learn the conventions of print, correct use of capital letters, ending 
punctuation and spacing as well as learning to express thoughts through sentences. 
As the year progresses those thoughts will increase in complexity, and sentence 
length and structure will reflect this change.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES  
 



First Grade social studies program focuses on helping students learn about their 
roles and responsibilities as members of a family and school community.  The 
development of identity and social interaction are stressed as students explore self, 
family and school.  
 
First Graders:  
 
*  Will learn about families now and long ago, as they study different kinds of 
families that have existed in different societies and communities.  
 
*  Will think about the concept of homes and what they provide us with.  They will 
compare our homes to homes around the world and to animal homes.  
 
*  Will begin to locate places on maps and globes and learn how maps serve as 
representations of physical features and objects.  
 
MATHEMATICS  
 
St. Patrick School uses Houghton Mifflin Harcort Go Math program, a progressive 
curriculum that presents concepts in a spiral manner. This means that concepts are 
presented over multiple times throughout the school year so that students are given 
repeated exposure to skills before they are expected to master them.  
 
First Graders:  
 
*  Experience many activities with the numbers 0 to 100.  They will learn to 
recognize and practice writing the numerals (written numbers) 0 to 100.  They 
learn to count up to one hundred objects and to match numerals to sets containing 
the same number of objects.  They will learn to read the number words, zero 
through ten.  
 
*  Will experience the concept of place value.  They will work to understand how 
many ones, tens, hundreds and thousands are in numbers.  
 
*  Learn to add and subtract.  They will begin to learn math facts. They will work 
toward solving math problems using these facts without manipulatives.  They will 
understand the relationship between adding and subtracting.  
 



*  Learn to work with 10’s.  They will be able to make groups of tens and to add 
ten to a number.  Additionally, first graders will learn to skip count by 2’s, by 3’s, 
by 4’s, by 5’s and by 10’s.  
 
*  Work with patterns and putting things in order and learn to continue patterns, to 
correct mistakes in patterns and to create their own.  They practice putting things 
(such as letters, numbers, months, or days) in order and use patterns to solve problems.  
 
*  Make graphs and read charts.  They will collect data (information) and plot it on 
a simple bar graph.  They will start to read small tables and charts.  
 
*  Learn about time and money.  
 
SCIENCE  
 
First Grade students are introduced to the physical world around them.  They will 
begin to learn how to focus their attention, an essential skill for any serious scientist.  
 
First Graders:  
 
* Will have an understanding of the five senses and how the use of their senses 
helps in science observations and investigations.  
 
* Will further develop their understanding and skills in making observations, planning,  
meaning-making and conducting simple investigations and presentations of findings.  
 
* In all three science content disciplines  physical, life and Earth, will be required 
to make careful and purposeful observations in order to raise questions, investigate 
and make meaning of their findings. 
	


