
WELCOME TO THIRD GRADE 
Mrs. Stacie Bittikofer and Mrs. Melissa Gast 

 
 
We hope the following information will be helpful to you in understanding our 
curriculum and procedures. 
 
 
SPELLING  
 
The students will be introduced to ten spelling words that span over two weeks.  Week 
one will focus on the first five words and week two will focus on the last five words.  A 
test will be given on Friday of the second week.  Throughout the week, students will 
learn the definition, learn how to use the word correctly in a sentence, and identify 
synonyms and antonyms for the word.  The students will also learn about various root 
words, suffixes and prefixes and how to apply them to other words. 
 
On Monday, the students will receive a sheet with all of the spelling words and 
definitions.  Spelling words can also be found on our weekly class newsletter.  
 
 
 
ENGLISH and WRITING  (Mrs. Bittikofer) 
 
The students will be introduced to different writing traits, which include: ideas, 
organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency, conventions, and presentation.  The 
students will be writing various pieces that reflect each of these traits.  The following 
types of writing will also be introduced: personal narrative, expository, and persuasive.  
The students will also be learning and practicing the steps of the writing process:  
prewriting, drafting, editing, revising, and publishing.  Grammar skills that will be 
presented to the students will be taught using the Sadlier’s Grammar Workshop 
workbook, along with other supplements. These skills presented include: statements and 
questions; commands and explanations; subjects and predicates; sentence combining and 
compound sentences; nouns (common, proper, singular, plural, and possessive); verbs 
(present-tense, past-tense, future-tense, linking, and irregular); pronouns; adjectives and 
adverbs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



READING 
 
Students will learn and apply many different reading skills this year.  We do not use a 
basil reading series.  Instead, we use various grade level reading passages and the 
students will use books that fit their reading level.  Some of the reading skills introduced 
this year include: ask and answer questions, compare and contrast, making predictions, 
character traits, identifying main idea and details, and non-fiction text features.  We will 
also do various novel studies and book reports throughout the year. 
 
MATH  (Mrs. Gast) 
 
This year, we are piloting a new math program by HMH called Into Math. The series has 
many additional resources available online at https://www.hmhco.com/one/.  Into Math 
uses a “spiral” approach to instruction meaning concepts taught at the beginning of the 
year will be revisited, in review problems, throughout the year.  Math will be taught using 
a combination of traditional paper and pencil and online activities.  Students will learn 
multiple methods to solve math problems, and are free to select the approach that makes 
the most sense to them…there is not one right way to solve a problem.  The main math 
concepts that will be covered this year include multiplication & division (students will be 
required to memorize their facts), data, graphing, measurement, place value, elapsed time 
and geometry.   
 
 
SCIENCE 
 
Science lessons will be based on the Science Dimension series.  We will be studying 
engineering, forces, motion, life cycles and inherited traits, organisms and their 
environments, fossils, and weather and patterns.  Each unit focuses on a big idea and 
there are several essential questions that will be investigated as we read through and 
discuss the material in each lesson.  
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
 
The focus in third grade is all about Michigan.  The text we will be using is titled Our 
Michigan Adventure.  We will be focusing on the following concepts: the history of our 
state, government, economics, products, and core democratic values. 
 
 
RELIGION 
 
The third grade text is titled Alive in Christ.  Its focus is on what we believe; how we 
worship; our lives and how we live them as Christians; prayers; and celebrations, with an 
emphasis on the liturgical year, including Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter.  We will review Catholic prayers and practices; Mass; and the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  We will also be introducing the children to ethics by using a storybook 



called E is for Ethics (How to Talk to Kids About Morals, Values and What Matters 
Most).  The children will respond to brief readings using both classroom discussion time 
and an Ethics worksheet.  In addition to the text, students will spend time familiarizing 
themselves with the Bible. 
 
 
HANDWRITING 
 
The text, Writing Our Catholic Faith, will be used for beginning practice and examined 
by the teacher.  The students will be given weekly practice pages for assessment.  We 
will focus on the Four Keys to Legibility in cursive – shape, size, spacing, and slant. 
 
 
CLASSWORK 
 
Checked papers will be sent home every Friday in the student’s Take Home folder found 
in the student’s spiral organizer.  If a child is having difficulty with a particular concept, 
we are available to help them in any way that we can. 
 
 
STUDENT CONDUCT 
 
Courtesy, respect and consideration for others are very important in Grade 3.  Students 
will be expected to listen attentively in class and to always treat others with respect.  
While we will use positive reinforcement on a regular basis, we will also utilize the 
school-wide behavior matrix, which is our school-wide behavior policy. 
 
 
GRADING 
 
All tests and quizzes will be averaged.  Daily assignments will be looked at carefully, and 
missing or late work will result in a lower grade.  Participation in class is very important.    
Grades for assignments and tests will be updated on PowerSchool. 
 
HOMEWORK: ALL DAILY ASSIGNMENTS NOT FINISHED IN SCHOOL 
SHOULD BE TAKEN HOME TO BE FINISHED FOR HOMEWORK, UNLESS 
OTHERWISE INSTRUCTED.  All assignments are written on the board, so the 
children know what is expected to be completed and when it is due.  Please check 
your child’s planner daily.  It will also help you in knowing if your child is writing 
down his/her assignments.  We will be initialing each student’s planner daily during 
the first month of school while we establish good study habits. 
 
Homework assignments for students that are absent will be copied down on a specially 
provided assignment sheet.  A brother, sister, friend or parent can pick up these 
assignments at the end of the day.  The student has as many days as he or she has been 



absent to complete the assignments.  If more time is needed, the student should see us 
personally. 
 
HELPFUL HINTS:   
 
We are always happy to celebrate birthdays with treats if your child would like to bring 
one.  We cannot allow homemade treats this year.  Please send in a prepackaged treat 
instead. 
 
If your child brings his/her lunch in a bag, please be sure his or her name is on it.  This 
will avoid confusion at snack time and lunchtime.  In order to cut down on food waste, 
we will ask the children to take home any part of their lunch they are unable to eat.  Also, 
the children look forward to an afternoon healthy snack (a fruit, veggie or dairy product).  
If your child wants to join his/her classmates with a daily snack, please send one as we 
can’t provide regular snacks for every child who does not have one. 
 
 
We are both looking forward to a wonderful year with your child.  If you ever have a 
question or concern, feel free to email Mrs. Bittikofer or Mrs. Gast at the addresses 
below.  If your child is unsure about an assignment, please email us and get it from the 
“source.”  It will save tears, frustration, and uncertainty. 
 
Most Sincerely Yours, 
 
Stacie Bittikofer 
Melissa Gast 
 
 
 
Email Address for Mrs. Bittikofer: sbittikofer@stpatschool.org 
Email Address for Mrs. Gast: mgast@stpatschool.org  
 
**Please note: Emails will be checked each morning.  If an email is sent in the afternoon 
please allow us to respond by the next morning.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
 


