
 

 

 
St. Patrick School…Where we are seeking Him, growing in REVERENCE, 
RESPECT, and RESPONSIBILITY 

Mrs. Leone’s 2nd Grade Curriculum Guide 

2020-2021 

Welcome to 2nd grade! 
I am so happy to have you and your child as a part of our 2nd grade family this year. 
The staff at St. Patrick School is dedicated to helping our students grow 
academically, socially, and morally in their faith and academic journey.  

As with any new experience, I am certain that you will have many questions. It is 
my hope that this letter will leave you with a better understanding of what to 
expect in second grade. This guide will give you a brief overview of the academic 
subjects and topics your child will explore as well as an outline of procedures and 
programs to make this year successful.   

 



Academic Curriculum: 

Every learner learns in different ways and at their own pace. It is my goal to offer 
learning opportunities in a variety of ways including technology, multimedia, and 
hands on experiences. I strive to differentiate instruction to match the various 
learning levels in our classroom community. As a class we will learn what it means to 
have a growth mindset vs. a fixed mindset.  We will learn how to frame our thinking 
to be successful learners.  

v Language Arts ~The Journeys program will be used for our reading, writing, 
grammar/phonics, and spelling instruction. Along with other materials that 
are rich in language and meaning for our second graders.  I will also be 
implementing the Daily Five method during our literacy time.  The Daily 5 is a 
way of structuring the reading block so every student is engaged in 
meaningful literacy activities and allows me as the teacher to reach the 
individualized needs of each child.   

v Handwriting ~Writing Our Catholic Faith is the program we will use this 
year.  This program will further develop manuscript printing.  Emphasis is 
placed on proper letter and word formation, spacing, and neatness.  

v Math~ Go Math is our math curriculum we will use every day. Students will 
build upon topics they learned in first grade such as measurement and 
geometry. In second grade we will focus a great amount of attention to 2 
and 3 -digit addition and subtraction. Students will be assessed once a week 
on Fridays with timed math facts.  The students will track their own 
progress and set goals for each week.   

v Religion ~Religion is taught four times a week by Mrs. Henman and uses the 
Religion book, Alive in Christ which was created by a team of experts in 
Catechesis, theology, and child psychology. This year we journey towards a 
deeper understanding of our faith. Parents are involved in the home/parish 
preparation for Reconciliation and First holy Eucharist. We participate in all 
parish and CCD activities of these sacraments. Students will earn “patches” 
for the religion units covered. The patches will culminate in a “Stole 
Ceremony” in the chapel at the end of the school year. Parents will be invited 
to attend this special ceremony. These are the units and their respective 
patches: 

o Virtues: God’s Gifts, God’s Promise, and the Word of God 
o Faith: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit 



o Reconciliation: formal preparation of Reconciliation to receive 
the sacrament, God’s Commandments, Choose to Do Good, God’s 
Mercy, The Sacraments, Seek Forgiveness 

o Advent and Christmas: The Church year 
o Liturgy of the Word:  (First part of Mass) Welcome to the 

Kingdom, share the Good News, Ways to Pray 
o Liturgy of First Holy Eucharist: (Formal Preparation to Receive 

the Sacrament) Gather to Worship, Listen to God’s Word, 
Supper for the Lamb 

o Lent and Easter: Changing and Growing Closer to Jesus 
o Stations of the Cross: Remembering Jesus’ Sacrifice 
o Rosary: Go Forth, Walking Towards Jesus with Mary, A Feast 

for Everyone 
v Science and Social Studies ~ I will be teaching all second graders Science 

and Social Studies four times a week. These are the units we will be studying 
this year: 

v Our Community- past and present 
v Around the World 
v Marketplace 
v We the People 
v On the Map 
v Plants 
v Matter 
v Energy and Motion 
v Landforms/Bodies of Water 
v Changing and protecting our Earth 
v Habitats 

Growth Binder 

v I know you are anxious to find out how your child is learning and growing in 
second grade, so you will periodically see a green folder come home with your 
child.  This folder is to be looked through and initialed where you see growth 
in your child. Your child will also be able to track their own progress in 
reading, spelling, writing and math.  Please remember to send it back to 
school the next school day.  Thank you!!  



 

Homework/Grades 

v Homework~ Students will be given homework in their Yellow Folder. Nightly 
homework will include a Go Math page, studying spelling words, and reading 
20-30 per night.  Taped inside your child’s yellow folder there will be a bike 
understanding rubric. This offers me another tool that communicates to me 
how they did at home with the assignment.  Please write the number at the 
top of the work that corresponds with how your child understood his/her 
homework. This is not a grade; rather it indicates to me that I may need to 
give more support with that specific skill. Thank you for your support! :) 
Each night they will bring home their reading bag. They will read the 
story/or portion of a book that I have assigned them.  This will be 
specifically designed to help with a target skill I am working with your child 
on.  Inside the bag will be a reading log where you will sign it and let me know 
in a quick rating how they did. This offers me great feedback. Please help 
your child to get in the routine of putting their reading bag in their 
backpacks after they finish reading.  Any lost or damaged reading bag will 
have a reimbursement fee.  

v Yellow Folders~ Students will be given their completed and checked work 
and other important classroom and school communication in their Yellow 
Folder. Please review all papers with your child and review any mistakes on 
their work. Please do not return papers unless they have a REDO mark on 
them. Please return it on Monday only with papers that need to be returned. 
Please help us keep the folders free of clutter.  

v Grades~ Many factors are considered when determining academic virtues 
and work habits.  We follow Diocesan guidelines, as indicated in the 
handbook, for effort and report card evaluations. Grades will be posted and 
updated in PowerSchool. 

 
Classroom Discipline 

o Time to think and Pray ~Our school is using a PBIS or Positive Behavior 
Intervention System. This focuses on recognizing positive behavior and 
teaching skills to help students navigate conflicts and avoid poor choices and 
behavior. Students will be given 2 teacher warnings about incorrect 
choices/behavior before they are given a time to think and pray sheet. This 



will be sent home and should be discussed the day it is sent home and will 
need to be returned the following day signed by a parent.  

o Bucket Fillers ~ It is especially important to me that we create a classroom 
that encompasses kindness, respect, and treating others the way Jesus 
would want us to.  I will be encouraging our students to be bucket fillers to 
others throughout the year.  

o Class Tags ~This year your child will have the opportunity to be recognized 
and work towards areas that may be challenging to them (a great reinforcer 
to Growth mindset). If I notice a student excelling at a task or that has 
showed tremendous growth in an area, I will give them a class tag. They will 
put these on a ring that they will keep in the classroom.  These tags increase 
student ownership and empower each individual to grow as learners.  They 
promote independence, responsibility, and differentiation.   

 

Star of the Week 

v We will be starting the year off by learning about each of our classmates.  
We have quite a few new Shamrocks this year, including myself! When it is 
your child’s scheduled week, they will be telling the class about their family, 
interest, hobbies, and any other fun facts about themselves. Please take 
note of when it is your child’s special week. Each child will pick out a poster 
to fill out at home. During their special week, there are items they bring in 
to share. Please see the note about Star of the Week.  There is a little bit 
of homework for you to fill out as well. Have fun with it! 

 

Snacks and Birthday Treats 

v Snacks ~ Students will be able to have a snack mid-morning. Please send in a 
healthy snack daily. This should be separate of your child’s lunch. Our school 
does have a peanut free policy in the classrooms. Thank you so much for 
your help with this. Also, it would be great if you could grab extra school 
friendly snacks to store in our classroom, for any of our friends that 
occasionally forget a snack…Thank you! 

v Birthdays ~ On your child’s birthday, he/she can bring in a favorite treat to 
pass out. This year we cannot bring in any homemade treats. To be extra 



careful we are asking that you bring in a store-bought treat for your child to 
share.  We will sing together as a class and if your child would like to bring in 
a favorite book to share that would be great too! If your child has a summer 
birthday, we can figure out a date within the school year to celebrate your 
child’s birthday. 

St. Pats Community Connection 

v To make this year successful for your second grader, please take the time 
to read the Friday Newsletters and stay up to date on the skills we are 
learning as well as things going on in our St. Pats community. You can also 
stay connected with our Remind app.  In this platform I will be able to 
communicate to you through group and individualized messages. I will also be 
able to share pictures and videos of our students working on activities. You 
can as well reach me at kleone@stpatschool.org  

v For new families, our school has a Facebook page that you can follow. Search 
for St. Patrick Catholic School (make sure you look for the Brighton St. 
pats). We also have a St. Patrick’s Social Club as well as a St. Pat’s uniform 
swap page.  

 

I want you to know that I am truly a partner with you in your child’s education. If 
you have questions or are wondering about what I am working on with your child, 
please do not hesitate to ask.  I know this year presents us with some special 
challenges, however with the love and guidance of our savior Jesus Christ we can 
do this together.  We will need to have patience and grace with each other. Our 
school theme this year is Peace Be Still.  Here is a link to the theme song for the 
school year. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsIpGiz3SfQ 

Thank you for all your support! 

Your partner in education, 

Peace be with all of you, 

Karen Leone 

kleone@stpatschool.org 

“I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” ~ Philippians 4:13 



Specials 
Lunch- 11:40-12:00/Recess- 12:00-12:20 

Monday~ 

 Spanish: 11:00-11:30 

 Gym: 1:11- 1:51 (Please wear gym uniform on these days and tennis 
shoes) 

Tuesday~ 

 Music: 1:11-1:51 

Wednesday~ 

 Library: 1:00-1:30 

Spanish: 1:30-2:00 

Thursday~ 

 Computers: 9:36-10:16 

 Spanish: 2:45-3:15 

Friday~ 

 Mass: 10:05-11:05 We will be going to mass once a month with third 
grade until some restrictions have been lifted.  When we are not attending mass, 
we will have a liturgy in out room and make it a time to grow together in our faith 
as a class. 

 Art: 2:17-2:47 

*Note if we do not go to mass on a particular Friday, we will have liturgy of the word in our 
classroom.    



Below are the activities each day for the star of the week. 

                                   

A Star is Born 
We are excited to announce that your child is the STAR OF THE WEEK! Each day 
your child will have the opportunity to share something special about them with the 
class.   

Monday and Tuesday: Large Star of the Week poster 

Have your child fill out the large sheet that will be sent home with your child on 
the Friday before the week they are Star of the Week. Have them bring it in 
Monday or Tuesday. 

Wednesday: Favorite Book 

Your child will have the opportunity to RETELL his or her favorite story. Please 
practice with your child telling what happened first, next, then, and last in the 
story.  

Thursday: Letter from Family 

Please send in a letter to the class telling all about your star! Be sure to include 
some funny facts or interesting story! The Children love to hear about when their 
friends were little! 

Friday: Star of FAME 

Your child will have the chance to put his or her hands on a star…just like the 
famous stars do! Look for a huge star to come home on Friday! 

We can’t wait to learn more about your STAR of the WEEK! 

Star of the Week Schedule 



Mrs. Leone – 8-11 

Bennett - Sept. 14-18 

Emma - Sept. 21-25 

Benjamin - Sept. 28-Oct. 2 

Isaiah - Oct. 5-9 

Samuel - Oct. 19-23 

Nolan - Oct. 26-30 

Jonah - Nov. 9-13 

Gabriella - Nov. 16-20 

Alexandra - Nov. 30-Dec 4 

Molly - Dec 7-11 

Jordyn - Dec. 14-18 

Harper - Jan. 4-8 

Cooper - Jan. 11-15 

Emily - Jan. 25-29 

Lilah - Feb. 1-5 

Thomas - Feb. 22-26 

Darcy - Mar. 1-5 

Lawson - Mar. 8-12 

Victoria - Mar. 15-19 

Alexander - Mar. 22-26 

Caleb - Apr. 12-16 

Rex - Apr. 19-23 

Alicia - Apr. 26-30 


