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St. Patrick School:  Where we are seeking HIM, growing in Reverence, Respect, and Responsibility.

Principal’s Message
Greetings St. Patrick School Families:

I hope that this letter finds you all doing well.  With the news that Brighton Area Schools is moving their start date 
to Tuesday, September 8, we have made the decision to move our start date to Monday, August 31.  The first week 
of school will be a staggered start so that we can work diligently on teaching our safety procedures and protocols 
and have the time and ability to pivot and make adjustments as needed.  We intended to align our start date with 
Brighton when we released our calendar back in June.  We realize that many of our families utilize Brighton 
transportation.  Busing will not be available for the week of August 31.  Brighton will also be having all half-days of 
school for their first week of school (September 8-11) so that will impact our busing as well.  We will let you know 
when we have more specific information regarding busing.  Please see the next page for our proposed changes to 
our schedule.

We would like to welcome several new staff members to our St. Patrick School family.  A couple of them will be 
familiar faces- we welcome back Elizabeth Peters, Abbey Anselmni, and Lisa McIntyre.  They were a part of our 
school family last year and will return this coming school year in a different capacity.  We would also like to welcome 
some new staff- Sarah Hirzel, Tony DeMartinis, Jennifer Henman, Karen Leone, and Kristin Churchman.  See the 
next page for more about these great additions to our staff.  We welcome you!

I know that information can’t come fast enough and that you are excited and anxious to see who your child’s 
classroom teacher is, what their schedule will be, etc.  We are working diligently on finalizing all of these details.  We 
are also working hard on finalizing our more detailed “Phase 4” plan.  The plan is in its final review by our Advisory 
and Teacher Team and then we will get it out to you.  We can’t thank you enough for your patience.  This has been 
a puzzle like no other and we want to ensure that we have thought through all possible outcomes and scenarios 
so we can present a plan to you that is very clear and concise.

Research, data, and studies are constantly evolving and changing.  A recent study was done on the effectiveness 
of different masks.  Please read the study here.  In a nutshell, fleece gaiters without a filter are proven to be NOT 
effective and may actually increase the spread and transmission of COVID-19.  Gaiters that DO HAVE a filter are 
proven to be as safe as a mask.  We are not requiring one particular mask/facial covering.  If your child prefers a 
mask, they are free to wear one, and if you choose to purchase the gaiters, please make sure they do have a filter 
and are not a thick, fleece-type material.  It is also important to make sure the mask properly fits your child and 
covers their nose and mouth without falling down.  

God is our strength.  We are not called to live in fear, but to ‘Rise and Be Not Afraid!”  Let us lift our eyes to heaven 
and trust in our loving God to guide this road before us.  You are all in my prayers.

In Christ,
Carley Dunphey
Principal, St. Patrick Catholic School
"Let all that you do be done in love."   1 Corinthians 16:14
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St. Patrick School Proposed Changes to our Schedule:

Monday, August 31:  8:36-11:30am:  Grades 5-8

Tuesday, September 1:  8:36-11:30am:  Grades JK-4

Wednesday, September 2:  All Grades JK-8- Full Day

Thursday, September 3:  All Grades JK-8- Full Day

Friday, September 4 and Monday, September 7:  No School- Happy Labor Day!

Monday, September 8:  All Grades JK-8- Full Day

When:  Tuesday, August 18 from 5-7pm
Where:  Circle Drive of St. Patrick School

Why:  To meet you and say hello!

5:00-5:20pm:  Last Names A-F
5:30-5:50pm:  Last Names G-L
6:00-6:20pm:  Last Names M-S
6:30-6:50pm:  Last Names T-Z

Note:  We will have tables set up where you can drop off your 
larger supplies- paper towels, kleenex, wipes, etc.  Also, the back 
half of our school parking lot is getting repaved (yay!) so please 

park in the first half. We will be meeting in the Circle Drive for 
popsicles and conversation.  Please wear masks and follow social 

distancing guidelines.



Welcoming New Staff
Welcome Karen Leone- Second Grade:
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Greetings Shamrocks!  My name is Karen Leone. I am so honored to be one of 
the new second grade teachers at St. Pat’s. I am a graduate of Michigan State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and a minor in 
History. I later went on to receive my Master’s degree in Teaching and 
Curriculum from MSU. So, saying, “Go Green”, comes very naturally for me. This 
will be my twelfth year as an educator. I have taught in both public and private 
schools. When our youngest was entering kindergarten, I chose to go back to 
the Catholic schools. I absolutely love sharing my faith and helping our youth 
become disciples of Christ. Second grade is such an exciting year when the 
children ultimately get to share in receiving their First Holy Communion. My 
husband Joe and I just celebrated our 20th wedding anniversary this past 
July. We are blessed with three children that keep us very busy. Our oldest, 
Evan will be a junior at Detroit Catholic Central this fall, our younger son 
Christian will be going into 6th grade at St. Pat’s, and our daughter Ella will be 
entering 4th grade at St. Pat’s. I look forward to being an instrumental part of 
the St. Pat’s vibrant community.  Many blessing to all of you and your families 
this school year.  In Christ,  Karen Leone

Hi! My name is Jenny Henman and I am one of the new 
second grade teachers at St. Patrick. I am so excited 
to be part of this wonderful community! I taught third 
grade for 13 years at St. Pius X Catholic School in Flint 
before being called here. God has truly blessed me 
with a wonderful family. My husband, Scott, and I 
were married back in December. Through the 
Sacrament of Matrimony, we were able to combine 
our two families together, with God at the center. We 
have four wonderful children: Madelyn is 9, Maddie is 
7.5, and twins James and Alex are 4.5. We love to have 
fun and spend time together! I can’t wait to begin this 
school year as a St. Patrick Shamrock!

Welcome Tony DeMartinis- Fourth Grade:
I’m very excited to be joining the St. Patrick’s staff as a fourth grade 
teacher!  After serving for over 20 years and retiring from public 
education, I felt God’s calling to teach in the Catholic Schools; which I had 
a very joyous and rewarding experience attending as a student.  For the 
past two years, I had the pleasure of teaching fourth grade at St. Joseph 
Catholic School in Howell, Michigan.  I hold a Master’s Degree in 
Elementary Education and an Advanced Certificate in Educational 
Leadership.  My wife, Cathleen, and I reside on Triangle Lake in Howell, 
Michigan.  Our son, Anthony, lives in Ann Arbor and is an instructor with 
the University of Michigan Marching Band Drumline.  I look forward to the 
upcoming school year and meeting all of the wonderful students and 
families at St. Pats! 

Welcome Jennifer Henman- Second Grade:

Welcome Back 
Mrs. Lisa McIntyre-

Full-time ARC /Social Work
We are pleased to welcome back 

Mrs. Lisa McIntyre as our ARC 
Teacher (Academic Resource 

Center) and Social Worker.  Lisa 
taught 2nd grade last year for 
Mrs. Anselmni while she was on 

her maternity leave.  Lisa’s hard 
work and dedication really left a 
strong impression!  She has her 
Masters in Social Work vrom U of 

M and will be providing some 
social-emotional learning support 

for our students as well as 
academics. She lives in Hartland 
with her husband Dave (whom 

she’s been married to for 21 
years) and three children- Emma 

(20), Will (17), and Kate (14).



Welcoming New Staff
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Welcome Sarah Hirzel- Middle School
Hello! My name is Sarah Hirzel. I am very excited to be joining 

the St. Patrick staff as a Middle School teacher. I am an avid reader 
and writer, and hope to share that passion in the classroom. I look 
forward to a great school year and I can't wait to get started!

Welcome Back Elizabeth Peters- 6th Grade ELA
Hello St. Patrick School Families!  My name is Elizabeth Peters and I will be 
teaching 6th grade language arts. I feel very blessed to be a part of the St. 
Patrick School staff full-time this year! My husband Craig and I have three 
sons who attend St. Pat's: twins Joshua and Luke (7th grade) and James 
(6th grade). In my free time I love to get lost in a good book and snuggle with 
my best furry friends--my wire fox terriers Levi and Lucy. I'm looking 
forward to a great school year! 

Welcome Back Abbey Anselmni- Technology Coordinator
Hello Shamrocks! I am very excited to be back at St. Pat's this year as the 
Technology Coordinator. I have been teaching in elementary classrooms for 
9 years, and the past 3 years I was a second grade teacher here. I just 
wrapped up my masters degree in Technology Enhanced Learning and I 
am bursting with ideas and energy to bring to our school technology 
initiatives. I am originally from Cincinnati, but my husband and I relocated to 
Brighton 4 years ago for his job with Toyota. January 7th we welcomed our 
first child, Rosalie, into the family and we have been smothering her with 
love and attention ever since. I can't wait to see my previous students and 
families and meet ones this school year. 
https://prezi.com/view/zSm3ZEZYrc6CDfRa4Fzm/

Welcome Kristin Churchman- Part-time Office Staff
Please join us in welcoming Kristin Churchman to our main office staff.  Kristin is 
originally from Grand Rapids where she graduated from West Catholic High 
School and went on to GVSU.  Her two sons, Mason and Colin are proud 
Shamrocks and she has volunteered in various capacities throughout our 
school.  As chairperson of both the Hayride and Yearbook last year as well as 
a member of the Christian Service Committee, Kristin's talents and passion for 
helping the children thrive in a positive environment will be put to good use.  
Mrs. Churchman brings with her seven years of office administrative 
experience.  The Churchman family enjoys doing activities together but among 
their favorites are road trips, bonfires, tennis, hiking nature trails and really 
anything involving dinosaurs or sea turtles.

https://prezi.com/view/zSm3ZEZYrc6CDfRa4Fzm/

