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St. Patrick School:  Where we are seeking HIM, growing in Reverence, Respect, and Responsibility.

Principal’s Message
Greetings St. Patrick School Families:

It is hard to believe that August is here.  So much planning and preparation to bring our students back 
to school safely is well underway.  We are getting very excited to be back together again!

We will be creating a “COVID” tab on our website where you will find all important information relating to 
our safety procedures and protocols.  We are in the process of finalizing the specifics and details 
relating to Phases 3 (all-virtual), Phase 4 (our current phase that allows us to open), and Phase 5 
(schools remain open with less safety protocols in place).  We will communicate to you when these plans 
and details are finalized and will post them on our school website.

We want to extend a very special thank you to our incredible St. Patrick School Dad’s Club.  They spent 
many hours here at the school this past week painting, moving furniture, and helping to get our school 
ready to open.  We are so blessed by such a caring and generous community!  

Mark your Calendars-Kathy Droese and I will be hosting a “Popsicles with the Principals” on the evening 
of Tuesday, August 18 (from 5-7pm).  It will be outside at the school with a relaxed “meet and greet” 
environment.  We will invite families to come in 20 minute increments based on your last name.  We will 
also have a place to drop off larger supplies (paper towels, kleenex, wipes, etc.) that evening when you 
come.  Masks and social distancing will be required.  Watch for more specific details to come!

We are excited to welcome our new Junior Kindergarteners and Kindergarteners this coming week for 
Round-Up.  Please click here for the link to sign up for a time and for the specifics about the event.  All 
Supply Lists (JK-8th grade) have been updated and are posted on our website.  Please let us know if you 
have any questions.

As always, my door is always open.  Please reach out and call if you have any questions or concerns.  I 
know that these are very uncertain times.  The great news is that we have a God who loves us more 
than we could ever imagine and He will see us through these challenging times.  Keep reminding your 
children of this daily as well.  Children often sense our stress and fear and it is so important to model our 
faith to them and show them HOW to turn to Jesus in our struggles as well as in our triumphs.  Give your 
worries, fears, and anxieties to God.  He takes it, and in turn, fills us with greater peace and trust.  My 
favorite song lately is Peace Be Still by Hope Darst.  I encourage you to listen to it,  soak in the words and 
let Jesus sing over you.  You are all in my prayers.

In Christ,
Carley Dunphey
Principal, St. Patrick Catholic School
"Let all that you do be done in love."   1 Corinthians 16:14
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Welcoming New Staff
We will have three new Specials teachers joining our St. Patrick School family this fall.  We want to honor 
and thank Bethany Chernich, Rosemary Bloomer, and Rosa Dull for their contributions to our school.  
You will be missed and our prayers are with you as you move on to new beginnings.

First, we want to thank Rosemary Bloomer for her 18 years of service to our school.  During this time 
she mostly taught JK-8 art classes, but over the years also taught eighth grade math, fifth grade 
religion, computers and 4th grade.  We also thank her for the great work she did with our yearbook 
and for helping students become a part of that process.  Rosemary will be moving on to teach high 
school art at Our Lady of the Lakes in Waterford.  We will miss you and you will always be a part of our 
St. Patrick School family.

Thank you to  Bethany Chernich for her 8 years of service as our Music teacher.  Bethany began her 
career here and successfully built an amazing music and band program.  Thank you Bethany!  You will 
be missed.  Bethany will be teaching music at Horning Elementary in Brighton.  We wish you the very 
best on your new endeavor and you will always be a part of our St. Patrick School family.  

Finally, we thank Rosa Dull for her excellent teaching of Spanish this past year.  We wish her the very 
best.

We have several new faces that you will see in the building this fall.  We would like to introduce 
them to you.  God has truly blessed us with these talented and faith-filled educators.  

Welcome Kara Coddington- Spanish Teacher:
¡Hola!  My name is Kara Coddington and I am looking forward to teaching your child(ren) Spanish.  I grew up in St. 
Louis, Missouri and then attended Calvin College in Grand Rapids, where I met my husband, Caleb.  I worked in 
Grand Rapids Public Schools as a kinder and first grade teacher for four years in a Spanish immersion school.  It 
was an amazing and unique experience to be a part of.  When we relocated to Brighton for my husband’s 
engineering career, I worked as an ESL (English as a Second Language) Interventionist in the area and then 
stayed home to raise my two children until my youngest was in kindergarten. My daughter, Hannah, is 13 years 
old and loves to do ballet.  My son, Timmy, is 9 years old and enjoys playing baseball.  We are deeply involved in 
our church and we also like to go camping as a family. My passions are teaching a second language to students 
and forming relationships with people from many backgrounds and cultures.  I can’t wait to make connections 
with your child(ren) and work in an environment where I can talk freely about our Lord and Savior. Thank you so 
much for your warm welcome!

Welcome Nathan Bielskis- Music Teacher:
Nathan Bielskis is a first year music teacher from Brooklyn, Michigan. He graduated from Adrian College in May 
with a Bachelor of Music Education.  While in college he studied trombone and played in many college ensembles 
including concert band, jazz ensemble, and orchestra. He was also a member of a jazz ensemble called The Big 
Band Theory and headed a jazz combo made of students from Adrian College. His student teaching was at 
Onsted Community Schools in K-12 music where he taught a variety of classes including general music, concert 
band, choir, jazz band, and beginning band. If you would like to learn more about Nathan, here is a link to his 
online portfolio: https://nbielskis.weebly.com

Welcome Alicia Cergnul- Art Teacher:
Alicia comes to us from Commerce Elementary in the Walled Lake School District. She is a truly gifted art teacher 
and we are very blessed to have her join St. Patrick School.   Click here to read Alicia’s welcome message.
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