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Welcome to fifth grade science! This year, students will work together as scientists and 
engineers to answer questions and design solutions as they learn more about the world around 
them. If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please contact me using the 
information above. I look forward to a great school year together. 
 
Course Overview: 

In fifth grade science, students will explore concepts including: engineering and 
technology, properties of matter, organisms and their ecosystems, systems in space, and 
Earth’s systems. The curriculum is aligned with the Next Generation Science Standards 
(NGSS), adopted by the Diocese of Lansing. 

The NGSS are up-to-date standards, carefully designed to provide students with a 
well-rounded, quality science education. In addition to developing a deep understanding of the 
concepts listed above, students will gain experience with critical thinking, problem solving, and 
communication skills used daily by scientists and engineers. They will also discover overarching 
themes found throughout many areas of science and even other academic subjects and 
everyday life. 

 
Lab Safety: 

Hands-on experiences are a valuable way for students to explore ideas. A strong 
emphasis will be placed on safe behavior during these activities. An overview of lab safety 
expectations will be given at the start of the year, and relevant safety guidelines will be reviewed 
before beginning each activity. If a student chooses not to follow the safety guidelines provided, 
he or she will be given an alternate assignment to complete in place of the lab. 

 
Book: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt. Science Dimensions. Copyright 2018. 

Website login information will be provided in class. 
 
Grading: Grades will be calculated as follows: 

80% assessments/projects 
20% homework 

 
*This syllabus may change based on teacher discretion and class need. Please refer to the 
school handbook and middle school policies for more detail on classroom expectations. 
 

“All that is good, all that is true, and all that is beautiful brings us to God”  ~Pope Francis 
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