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Welcome to 8th Grade Language Arts. This is an overview of the content and standards of this class.  However, the major 
goal is to help encourage your child to be a more confident and competent reader, writer, and critical thinker ready for 
high school. Our class culture will be one of supportive and collaborative activities where reading, writing, and grammar 
instruction will help students grow and realize the intrinsic value of a job well done.  I look forward to our partnership in 
your child’s education. 
 
Curriculum 

* The content expectations for this class come from The Diocese of Lansing Curriculum.  For every academic  
   activity we do, we are attempting to meet a standard from this document. 

 
Class Content - There are five main areas of content focus with specific standards. 

1. Faith - integrated throughout the curriculum, specific standards from the Diocese of Lansing 
2. Reading - comprehend, analyze, discuss, and think critically about various genres of novels, poetry, and short 

stories 
3. Writing - write arguments to support claims, write informative/explanatory texts, write narratives (real or imagined), 

produce clear and coherent writing, strengthen writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting, use technology 
to share, produce, and publish writing, conduct research projects, gather print and/or digital sources, draw 
evidence from literary and informational text  

4. Speaking and Listening - prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations with diverse partners, 
integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media, evaluate a speaker’s point of view, present 
information, findings, and evidence, present using digital media and other visual displays, adapt speech to a 
variety of contexts 

5. Language - demonstrate command of English grammar and usage in writing and speaking, demonstrate 
command of English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling, vocabulary acquisition and use 

 
Methods used to meet standards 

● Guided Reading - This method consists of small group, text-based discussion meetings to coach students to a 
deeper understanding of fiction and nonfiction text while maintaining some level of independence. Students are 
guided to be aware of, and understand, their own thought process. 

● Guided Writing - Throughout the year, students will meet with me one-on-one, or in a small group to share their 
writing and respond to the writing of other students.  Guided Writing will also include writing workshops and peer 
review. 

● Essays, speeches, presentations, research, questions for comprehension checks and other standards 
● Assignments from the grammar text 
● Formal Assessments - tests and quizzes 

 
Print Resources 

● Various age and skill appropriate texts -novels, excerpts from novels, dramas, and poetry 
● Grammar - Grammar for Writing - published by Sadlier-Oxford 
● Literature - McDougal Littell Literature 
● Vocabulary - Sadlier Vocabulary Workshop 

 
Grading  

● Grades will be determined by a percentage of points earned from tests, papers, projects, quizzes, and homework. 
Homework and in-class assignment are worth 20% of the final grade, and large projects and formal assessments 
are worth 80% of the final grade. 

 


