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An important guide for you and your 4th grade child this year is the use of PowerSchool to keep 
track of assignments, grades, and weekly classroom updates. Classroom updates can be seen via 
the “Class News” section in PowerSchool. It is vital that you (and your child) check this regularly 
in conjunction with the use of the weekly planner.   
Here is a quick explanation on how to access the “Class News”:  Under "Grades and Attendance" for 
your child, click Class News (Brown, Kelsey or Dichtel, Sharon), under the Q1 (quarter 1) column click 
on the [i] in that screen. Another view will pop up, in the row "Checkpoints" and the recent date will 
denote the latest newsletter. Click on the word "View" and it should appear! Be sure to check BOTH 
4th grade teachers’ Class News in order to have the pertinent information for your child.  
 
Math: Brown  

Text: Go Math (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 
We will begin the fourth-grade year by reviewing major concepts covered in third grade.  The 
following topics will be covered over the course of the year:  place value, addition and 
subtraction of larger numbers, multiplication, division, fractions, probability, decimals and 
measurement.  Students will be given math homework on Tuesdays and Thursdays to practice 
concepts covered in class.  Math homework should take no longer than 30 minutes to complete at 
home.  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter. 
*Students will be given the opportunity to make test corrections on their Math tests for half the 
points.  Test corrections will be due 2 days after the test is returned – corrections will NOT be 
accepted after that.  

 
Students may gain access to the online resources by following the link to ThinkCentral at https://www-
k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do and following the directions below: 
1. Select State as Michigan. 
2. Select Diocese of Lansing as District. 
3. Select St. Patrick School, Brighton as School. 
4. Enter your username as 4thgrade. 
5. Enter your password as 4thgrade. 
6. You'll find resources such as the electronic student edition, as well as, on-line lessons under the My 
Library section. 
 
Writing/English:  Brown 

Text: Grammar Workshop (Sadlier) 
This year we will expand our knowledge of the English language and its conventions. Our study 
in the classroom will include grammar practice and writing workshops in various genres 
including: narratives, essays (personal and literary), persuasive pieces, poetry, and fiction.  
Grammar quizzes will be given on Fridays to assess the grammar topic of the week. 

Students may gain access to the online resources by following the link 
 https://www.sadlierconnect.com/gw and following the directions below: 
1. Click on the orange book. 
2. Choose the correct unit and lesson that is being taught in class J 
 



Social Studies:  Dichtel 
 Text: Social Studies Alive! Regions of Our Country  

Interactive Notebook 
Using the Social Studies text and their interactive student notebook, students will broaden 
their 3rd grade focus on Michigan to include the United States and the regions into which 
the states are separated. We will look at each region and the United States through the 
"lens" of social scientists in terms of geography, economy, history, and political science.  
We will explore the importance of being a citizen in a diverse, multicultural society, and 
how our government is designed to secure our freedom and liberties.  

      
Science:  Dichtel 
 Text: Science Dimensions (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 

Through the text Dimensions and through our STEM activities, we will become scientists 
and engineers as we explore the main branches of science and topics within each branch: 
Life—Plants and Animals Structure and Function 
Earth—Changes in Earth’s Surface, Rocks and Fossils, Natural Resources 
Physical—Energy, and Waves and Information Transfer 

 
Religion: Text:  Alive in Christ (Our Sunday Visitor)   

This year we will come to a greater understanding of what it means to be disciples of 
Jesus. We will focus on the person of Jesus, His plan for our lives, His Church, and the 
beauty of our Catholic faith as we experience it through the liturgy and the Sacraments.  

 
Reading:   Text:  Journeys (Houghton, Mifflin, Harcourt) 

In fourth grade, we will grow as critical thinking readers by engaging in a variety of 
genres and texts. In addition to the using the textbook, we will respond to literature 
though project-based learning and interactive literature response journals. We will also 
focus our literature study on 4 novels—Because of Winn-Dixie, The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever, The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, and a small-group novel. Students 
will also be required to complete 120 minutes of outside (not school-assigned) reading 
and a corresponding reading log—documenting this reading--each week. Parent/guardian 
signatures are required. The log will be graded.  

 
Spelling:  Students will be given their spelling words each week. They will complete various 

word-work activities to practice these words. Additional practice at home is 
advised. Spelling and homework will go home Monday, and it is due by the end of 
school on Thursday.  
**At some point during the first quarter, spelling words and corresponding 
homework may change based on your child’s needs. More directions to follow.  

 
Handwriting:  Writing Our Catholic Faith (Universal Publishing) 
  Your child’s handwriting grade will be based on the quality of work in his/her 

handwriting book and any written projects.  Effort grades will be based on the student’s 
overall neatness of work. 

 
Additional Information 
 



Daily Homework is due the next day unless indicated otherwise. Each 4th grader will be given a planner 
to track assignments. Be sure to check your child’s planner each night. If an assignment is not turned in 
on the due date, it will be marked down 10 percentage points each day it is late. 
 
Your child is encouraged to bring a LABELED water bottle to school and a healthy snack.   

• Healthy snacks include:  cheese and crackers, pretzels, fruits, veggies, etc. Please do not send 
class snacks that require spoons, or that are gloopy, drippy, and messy. J 

• *Please note that 4th grade classrooms are nut-free. Snacks should be nut-free and free 
from the possibility of containing nuts. Please keep this in mind when sending in birthday 
snacks. 

Labeling: Please be sure to label EVERYTHING you'd like returned to your child if he/she misplaces it. 
When it ends up in the lost and found, labeled items find their owners with more success! Label, label, 
label!  
 

*This syllabus may change based on teacher discretion and class need.  

  
4B Specials Schedule 

Monday: Computers & STEM 
Tuesday: Art & Library 

Wednesday: Spanish & Gym 
Thursday: Music 

Friday: Keyboarding & Art Appreciation 
 

4D Specials Schedule 
Monday: Art & STEM 
Tuesday: Computers 

Wednesday: Library & Music 
Thursday: Spanish & Gym 

Friday: Art Appreciation & Keyboarding  

  


